
The new p l a n t  covers an  a rea  of 5,000 square  meters,  ex- 
clusive of  s u r r o u n d i n g  p a r k  and  p a r k i n g  areas.  

I n  the  ma in  bui lding,  a cons tan t  t e m p e r a t u r e  basement  
suppl ies  the  s torage  area  f o r  olive oil in t anks  of  re inforced 
concrete  l ined wi th  sandstone.  The bo t t l ing  hall ,  a t  the 
loading  level, conta ins  modern  f i l l ing- inspect ing-seal ing- t in-  
n i n g  machines.  The  new equ ipment  has  a filling capacity,  
m eight  work ing  hours,  of  200,000 l i ters  of  olive oil as 
fo l lows:  100,000 bott les  of var ious  sizes;  80,000 tins, f rom 
1 /16  to 1-gal lon size f o r  expo r t ;  and  more t h a n  10,000 t ins  
f rom 5 to 25 k i lograms fo r  domestic market .  

The au tomated  and  semi-au tomated  processes are con- 
t inuous ly  u n d e r  the control  of technic ians ;  t r ansmi t t ed  
l ight  inspect ions ,  before  and  a f t e r  filling, e l iminate  the 
smallest  impur i t i e s  in the bottles,  which are previous ly  ster- 
ilized by  steam. 

All  p ipes  and  mach inery  in contac t  wi th  the  olive oil 
are made  of  stainless steel or  p u r e  a luminum,  and  the con- 
t a iners  are  of  enamelled steel. 

The new Ber to l l i  p l a n t  r ep resen t s  a s t rong  cont r ibu t ion  to 
the  deve lopment  of a t r ad i t i ona l  I t a l i an  product .  

Conseil O14icole International Meets 
F r o m  M a y  4 th rough  10, 1966, the 14th Meet ing  of the 

Conseil O16icole I n t e r n a t i o n a l  (COI )  was held a t  Bar i .  The 
Conseil, whose admin i s t r a t i ve  ofllce is in  Madr id  ( S p a i n ) ,  
r ep resen t s  the Un i t ed  Na t ions  and  is p r e p a r i n g  the inter-  
na t iona l  Codex Al i Inen ta r ius  f o r  olive oil. The I t a l i an  cor- 
r e sponden t s  of  the Codex are  P ro f .  A. Montef red ine ,  
P res iden t  1967-68 of  the  I t a l i a n  Oil Chemists '  Society, and  
Pro f .  G. Jac in i ,  Di rec tor  of  E x p e r i m e n t a l  S t a t i on  fo r  Oils 
and  F a t s  of  Milan.  

Milan Meeting on Detergents, October 7-8 
The I t a l i a n  Oil Chemists '  Society (Milano,  3 via del 

Lauro)  will organize  a meet ing  devoted to the  methods fo r  
the eva lua t ion  of  de te rgent  pe r fo rmance ,  to be held in 
Milan,  Oct. 7-8, 1966. 

New Periodical Published 
The per iodica l  La Rivis ta Italiana delle Sostanze Grasse 

(Milano,  79 via Giuseppe  Colombo) will pub l i sh  a sup-  
p l emen t  devoted to the  p rob lems  of  lubr icat ion.  The first 
issue of  the  supp lemen t  was pub l i shed  in J u n e  of  this  year.  

• Industry Items 
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS M. D. ANDERSON HOSPITAL 

and  Tumor  In s t i t u t e  will pa r t i c i pa t e  in the  development  
of  the new In fo t ron i c s  CRS-70 A u t o m a t e d  Da ta  System. 
The new system, designed and  m a n u f a c t u r e d  by In fo -  
t ronics  Corpora t ion  of  Hous ton ,  Texas, will be used in 
genera l  hosp i ta l s  and  cancer  ins t i tu t ions  to speed laborato='y 
test  resul ts  to the physic ian ,  p e r m i t t i n g  f a s t e r  diagnosis.  

A new sales, warehouse  and  service faci l i ty  at  9520 Mid- 
west Avenue,  Garfield Heights ,  Ohio, was announced  re- 
cen t ly  by  E. H. SARGENT & CO. A1 Klees ,  C leve lanJ  
divis ional  m a n a g e r  f o r  Sargent ,  s ta ted  t ha t  the new p l a n t  
includes an  inven to ry  of the i tems l isted in the 1300-page 
Sa rgen t  catalog of scientific i n s t rumen t s  and  chemicals. 

CHEMETRON CORPORATION has  broken g r o u n d  fo r  a 
ehernical special t ies  p l a n t  in Livonia,  Mich., a suburb  of 
Detroi t .  The p l a n t  will be p a r t  of  Nor thwes t  Chemical 
Company,  a un i t  of  the co rpora t ion ' s  Chemet ron  Cheni- 
icals Division.  Eugene  McCauliff ,  division pres ident ,  said 
t ha t  the fac i l i ty  will double the  p re sen t  p roduc t ion  capaci ty  
of  Nor thwes t  and  t ha t  i t  is designed fo r  f u r t h e r  expansion 
in the fu tu re .  

FINE ORGANICS, INC., cu lminated  a recent  series of ex- 
pans ions  a t  the i r  Lodi, N. J. ,  fac i l i ty  wi th  the  ins ta l la t ion  
of a new W y s s m o n t  Turbo-DrTer .  W i t h  these addit ions,  
F i n e  Organics  will subs tan t i a l ly  increase i ts p roduc t ion  
capaci ty  of  T E M A S E P T  I A N D  T E M A S E P T  I I .  

ABSTRACTS:  BIOCHEMISTRY AND NUTRITION 
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is unstable at  p i t  9, but  can be differentiated from the pre- 
ceding enzyme by its stabil i ty at  pH 4 and its pin optimum 
of 9.0. 

ROLE OF THE INTESTINAL BRUSH BORDER IN THE ABSORPTION 
OF CHOLESTEROL IN RATS. J. S. I~. David, P. Malathi  and J.  
Ganguly ( Indian  Inst.  of Science, Bangalore).  Biochem. J. 98, 
662-8 (1966). Results of studies involving short-term incu- 
bation of everted intestinal sacs of rats in media containing 
cholesterol oleate or cholesterol plus oleic acid indicated that  
the sequence of events in the absorption of cholesterol appears 
to be: the dietary cholesterol esters are hydrolyzed by the 
cholesterol ester hydrolase of pancreas or of the mucosal brush 
border or both, af ter  which the brush border rapidly absorbs 
the de-esterified sterol and transfers  it into the nmcosal cell, 
by a mechanism of displacement where i t  is slowly re-esterified 
for t ransport  through the lymph. 

STUDIES ON I~iETABOLISI~ OF VITAMIN A. THE EFFECT OF THE 
STAGE OF VITAMIN A DEFICIENCY ON SULPHATE ACTIVATION IN 
RAT LIVER. IC Subba Rao and J.  Ganguly (Indian Ins t i tu te  
of Science, Bangalore) .  Biochem. J. 98, 693-5 (1966). The 
synthesis of "active sulphate" (PAS, adenosine 3'-phosphate 
5'-sulphatophosphate) in ra t  liver was studied at  various stages 
of vitamin A deficiency, with tile corresponding pair-fed con- 
trols. The activity was significantly decreased even at the 
onset of the deficiency and at  the acute stage there was fur- 
ther loss. Only at  the earlier stages of the deficiency was the  
addition of retinol, in vitro, fully effective in restoring the 
lost activity; retinoic acid was part ial ly active. No such res- 
toration was possible at the acute deficiency stage. 

EFFECT OF A CttOLESTEROL-RIOSYNTttESIS INHIBITOR, ON THE 
FATTY ACID COI~POSITION OF PHOSPHOLIPIDS IN THE SERUm[ AND 
TISSUES OF RATS. P. Hill (Ayerst  Res. Labs., Montreal).  tlio- 
chem. J. 98, 696-701 (1966). Treatment  with AY-9944 (trans- 
1,4-bis- (2-chlorobenzylaminomethyl) cyc]ohexane  d ihydroch lo -  
ride) produced the following changes in the fa t ty  acid con> 
position" (a) a marked decrease in the percentage of linolele 
acid and an increase in oleic acid in the total  fa t ty  acids in 
the liver; (b)  in the serum, an overall decrease in the per- 
centage of lino]eic acid in neutral  ]ipids and phospholipids; 
(c) an increased content of lino]eic acid in the /~-acyl chain 
of phosphatidyl cholines in the liver and in sphingomyelins 
in the brain and lungs; (d) an increased content of palmitie 
acid and oleic acid in the fl-acyl chain of phosphatidyleholines 
in the liver, hear t  and lungs; (e) an increased content of 
phosphatidylcho]ines and sphingomyelins, together with an in- 
creased percentage of saturated fa t ty  acids in these phospha- 
tides in the lungs. 

THE CONVERSION OF 7-DEHYDROCHOLESTEROL INTO CttOLESTEROL. 
D. C. Wilton, M. Akhtar  and K. A. Munday (Univ. of South- 
ampton).  Biochem. J. 98, 29C-31C (1966). The origin and 
stereochemistry of the 2 hydrogen atoms a t  positions 7 and 
8 during the conversion of 7-dehydrocholesterol into cholesterol 
with rat-liver homogenates by the enzyme 7-dehydrocholesterol 
reductase is described. The 7a- and 8fl-hydrogen atoms are 
derived from NADPIX and a suitable proton source, respectively. 
The overall addition is trans-diaxial. The crucial step is ap- 
parently the formation of the C(s)-H bond, thus generating a 
highly stable allylic carbonium ion at C7 tha t  in accordance 
with chemical expectations is neutralized by the delivery of 
a hydrogen by N A D P H  from the a-side of the steroid molecule. 

COLORING AGENT CONTAINING CAROTENOID PIGMENT~ AND PREP- 
ARATION OF SUCH AGENT. IX. Mima, M. Terasaki and M. Kato 
(Taheda Chemical Industries, Ltd.) .  U.S. 3,227,561. A method 
for preparing a stable and safely utilizable coloring agent 
containing carotenoid pigment comprises dissolving carotenoid 
pigment in a solvent such as abietic acid, hydrogenated abietic 
acid or a lower aliphatic alcohol ester thereof while heating 
to a temperature of 90 to I40C. 

ANTI-HYPERCHOLESTEROLEI~IO ACTION OF SCLEROGLUCAN AND 

PECTIN IN CHICKENS. P. Griminger and It. Fisher (Dept. of 
Animal Sci., Rutgers - -The  State Univ., New Brunswick, N. J .) .  
Proe. Soc. Exp. Biol. Med. 122, 551-3 (1966). Pectin and 
the polysaccharide scleroglucan reduced dietary hypercholes- 
terolemia in chicks; this reduction was accompanied by an 
increased excretion of chloroform-methanol extractable lipid, 
including cholesterol. The chemical dissimilarity of pectin and 
sclerog]ucan suggests tha t  the anti-hypercholesterolemic ac- 
t ivity of the two materials may be due to their physical rather  
than to their chemical properties. 
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